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St. Mary Magdalen Parish 
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Rev. Msgr. John J. Borcic, Pastor 
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Deacon Joseph J. Iovanna 
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St. Mary Magdalen Parish 
Church & Rectory: 4924 Bancroft Ave. St. Louis, Missouri 63109 

Phone 314.352.2111  Rectory Fax 314.481.7661 
Parish Website: www.magdalen.org 

Archdiocese of St. Louis Website: www.archstl.org 

Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Msgr. John J. Borcic   
Phone: 352.2111 Ext. 3 
Email: johnborcic@archstl.org 
 

In Residence: Rev. John J. Kerber 
Phone: 352.2111 Ext. 107 
 

Deacon: Joseph J. Iovanna  
Phone:   707.1803 cell phone 
 

Parish Secretary: Fran Voss   
Phone: 352.2111 Ext. 4 
Email:  smmadmin@sbcglobal.net 
 

Parish Nurse: Jeannine Wieczorek  
Phone:  352.2111 Ext. 5 
Email:  smmnurse@sbcglobal.net 
 

Music Director: Keith Ballentine 
Phone: 352.2111 Ext. 4 (leave a message) 
 

Bookkeeper: Terry Signaigo 
Phone:  352.2111 Ext. 6  
 

Maintenance Department: Steve Jackson 
Phone:  352.2111 Ext. 7 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Phone:  352.2111 Ext. 2 

Mass Schedule 
Weekend Masses:     Weekday Mass: 
Saturday: 4:30pm     Monday thru Friday:  8:00am 
Sunday: 8:00am and 10:30am 
 

Daily Rosary: Mon. thru Fri. before 8:00am Mass 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Every first 
Friday of the month from 8:30am until 12-noon  
 

Holy Hour: Every 1st Saturday of the month at 
9:15am 
 

Sacrament of Baptism:  Please contact the Rectory 
   
\ 

Weddings:  Couples contemplating Marriage should 
contact the Pastor as soon as they have made a      
decision to marry and at least six months prior to 
their intended date of Marriage so that proper prepa-
rations can be made. 
 

Communion to the Sick:  We are happy to bring 
Holy Communion to those who are confined to their 
homes.  Please contact the rectory to make arrange-
ments. 
 

Perpetual Help Devotions: Tuesday following 
8:00am Mass 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Saturday between 
3:30pm and 4:10pm (or by appointment)  

Rectory Office Hours 
 
8:30am —  7:30pm   Monday through Thursday 
8:30am —  4:00pm   Friday 
9:00am —12:00pm   Saturday 
 

 
 

Closed on Sundays,  
Holidays,  

and  
      Holy Days of Obligation   

SCHOOLS SERVING OUR PARISHIONERS 
For registration and other information please contact 

Our Lady of Sorrows School 
5831 So. Kingshighway Blvd. 

314.353.1451 
St. Ambrose School 

5130 Wilson Ave.  
314.772.1437 

St. Joan of Arc School 
5821 Pernod Ave.  

314.752.4171 
St. Raphael the Archangel 

6000 Jamieson Ave. 
314.352.9474 

St. Roch School 
6040 Waterman 
314.721.2595 

South City Deanery PSR 
Deborah Halter  314.773.3070     

scdpsr4200@sbcglobal.net 
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Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
 

I remember the announcement 
nearly 60 years ago that the 
Archdiocese of St. Louis was 
going to begin an Apostolate 
to the country of Bolivia.    

Several diocesan priests and a few Sisters of the   
Precious Blood of O’Fallon established this mission. 
 

Over the years a number of our priests have volun-
teered their time to bring the Gospel to and serve the 
poor in some of the more remote regions of Bolivia.  
There work of evangelization and ministry through 
one diocese is unparalleled in mission work.  Today 
there are four of our priests who continue to carry on 
this work while maintaining a diocesan presence 
from St. Louis. 
 

Recently Pope Francis visited Bolivia. Archbishop 
Carlson commented on his visit by stating that the 
Holy Father’s visit demonstrates “how he teaches us 
what it means to be Missionaries to Nations.” 
 

The Archbishop further commented that, in his   
message to the people, the priests, and the religious 
who serve in Bolivia, the Holy Father pointed to the 
example of Jesus in the Gospels. “He was not so 
much concerned about material objects, cultural 
treasures, or lofty ideas.  He is concerned with     
people.” 
 

His comments had to energize our four priests who 
serve there. Truly they have given up many of the 
luxuries we take for granted in order to serve God’s 
Church and His people right where they are, and 
with very little.  They are concerned about the     
people just as Jesus was. 
 

Our priests in Bolivia today include Bishop Emeri-
tus Morgan Casey who has spent 50 years in         
Bolivia.  He tells of the difficulty in getting voca-
tions to the priesthood in Bolivia.  He maintains that 
too few of our priests are interested in working with 
the youth.  He also says that most of the people who 
consider themselves Catholic do not have a sense of 
a personal relationship with God through Jesus 
Christ.  There is a great need for evangelization.  Do 
you think he might also have been thinking about 
our country, too? 
 

Father Tim Noelker has been in Bolivia for only 
three years.  He volunteered for mission work just a 

few years after his ordination to the Priesthood in St. 
Louis.  He taught at the seminary in La Paz for 2 
years and worked with the youth at both the parish 
level and the Archdiocesan level in La Paz.  He over-
sees the catechetical program for First Communion in 
the outlying neighborhoods of the parish and has also 
worked closely with the confirmation program. 
 

Father Patrick Hayden who recently celebrated his 
Silver Jubilee of Ordination serves as Pastor of Maria 
Reina, a parish of 70,000 residents – one hundred 
times the number of residents of St. Mary Magdalen 
Parish. In addition, he and another priest, Father 
James Michler visit 40 villages within the parish 
boundaries – villages mind you, not streets!  Thirty of 
the forty have active faith communities.  These two 
priests make sure that Mass is celebrated in each    
village with an active faith community at least three 
or four times each calendar year.  There is no resident 
priest due to a lack of vocations.  Just a side note – 
Fr. Hayden was one of my students at Prep South 35 
years ago.  I had the privilege of concelebrating his 
first Mass and I am very proud of him as he chose to 
serve as a missionary in the Latin American Aposto-
late. 
 

Father James Michler recently celebrated his fortieth 
anniversary as a priest (ordained in 1975, the year 
before me). In addition to his service mentioned 
above, Fr. Michler is the diocesan and National      
Director of Marriage Encounter in Bolivia. He spends 
at least 8 weekends each year helping give Marriage 
Encounter retreats and training lay leaders of        
Marriage Encounter. 
 

We are called each year to support our priests and our 
own diocesan Mission. Contributions are minimal 
from a very poor people.  They do the best they can 
but each ministry, each parish, each effort of evange-
lization and each opportunity to teach about Jesus 
Christ relies upon subsidies from the good people of 
the Archdiocese of Saint Louis.  This year is no      
exception.  Please be generous to the collection for 
the Latin American Apostolate once again this year.  
If we give generously we do so because we, like     
Jesus, are concerned with people. 
 

Many thanks and God bless, 
 
Msgr. John Borcic 
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From the Piano... 
 

Today's Responsorial Psalm,        
"The Hand of the Lord Feeds Us; 
He Answers All Our Needs" is a 
psalm I have often wondered 
about. It's one of my favorites. 

How many times have you heard  in your life, "God 
will answer your prayers in his time, not yours?" 
 

To me, prayer is like true faith. As some of you 
know, I get up at 3 AM and pray til 4:30 AM every-
day. I usually go back to bed at 4:30. It all depends 
on how much coffee I drink.  
 

I pray for certain people I think about who are going 
through tough times and ask God to bless them, heal 
them, and comfort them. I pray for people in my 
neighborhood, my churches, my friends and my     
family. I ask God for a special blessing for all those 
to whom I meet on this particular day.  
 

I believe in the power of prayer. I don't have to think 
about them twice. I know deep down in my heart, the 
Lord DOES hear me and the hand of the Lord DOES 
feed us and He DOES answer all our needs.  
 

Knowing this is amazing to me. Being able to share 
this with you is amazing to me. 
 

When I was 5 years old, I fell off my bike and rolled 
off a cliff. I tumbled down a steep embankment 
smashing onto a jagged boulder. There was a huge 
gash on my leg and blood was spewing out of it. I 
climbed up the embankment thinking my life was 
over. I was crying so loud, the neighbors came run-
ning over to see if they could help me along with my 
Mom and Dad.  
 

Monsignor Sullivan, who had been visiting my 
Grandmother that day put his hand on my head and 
said a prayer over me. I could have sworn he was giv-
ing me the last rights the way the ladies were all cry-
ing. But I knew he was asking the Lord to heal me 
and my wound. 
 

I got a bunch of stitches in my leg. The next morning, 
the wound, although stitched up, was still there.  
 

"How could this be?" I asked myself. A priest prayed 
over me and it's supposed to be gone. But eventually, 
the wound did heal but left a scar that is still visible 
today.  

 

Weekly Offertory Collection 
July 12, 2015 

 
Envelopes    $  3,797.00 
Loose        394.55 
___________________________________ 
Total     $  4,191.55 
 
Collections as of 07-01-15 
     $                12,337.55 
Magdalen Specials 
Soup Kitchen         60.00 
St. Vincent de Paul      315.00 
Pro Life                       .00 
Tuition Assistance                              25.00 
___________________________________  
 Total                          $                    400.00 
 
 

Thank you for all your gifts  
to God and our Parish. 

If we pray today to be healed from a tragedy in our 
lives, or for the pain that we go through each day in 
our lives, it may take a longer time to be healed then 
we hoped for. With love and patience, forgiveness 
and time, eventually, the pain will go away. The 
scars that are left behind are a blessing, so we can 
never forget how God heard our cries and helped us 
through that difficult time.  

____________________________ 
 
There was a young lady named Rose 
Who had a large wart on her nose. 
When she had it removed 
Her appearance improved, 
But her glasses slipped down to her toes. 
 

 
 
 
Keith Ballentine 
Musician/Composer 
keith@kbpsalms.com 
http://www.kbpsalms.com/ 
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This week in our Parish…  
 

Daily Mass at 8:00am Monday thru Friday 
 

Monday, July 27, 2015 
Quilters         9:00a    Qrm 
 

Tuesday, July 28, 2015 
Knights of Columbus Installation of Officers 
                     6:30p          CH/SH 
Wednesday, July 29, 2015 
Parish Planning Study Team Mtg 7:00p             MR 
 

Friday, July 31, 2015 
Wedding Rehearsal (Quinn)       6:00p             CH 
 

Saturday, August 1, 2015 
First Saturday                                9:15a             CH 
Wedding (Quinn)                          1:30p             CH 
Sacrament of Reconciliation   3:30-4:10p         CH 
Mass      4:30p                 CH 
 

Sunday, August 2, 2015 
First Sunday Donuts after the Masses                SH 
Mass       8:00a      CH     
Mass                10:30a          CH 

Healing Prayer Service  
for Victims of Abuse  

Archbishop Robert Carlson will preside at a Healing 
Prayer Service for victims of abuse on Thursday, 
July 30, at 7:00 pm, at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church, 751 N. Jefferson Street in Florissant. All 
who are victims/survivors of physical, sexual,     
emotional, or verbal abuse by anyone - clergy,     
family, friends, co-workers or strangers - are invited 
to attend the prayer service. In addition, family 
members and friends of survivors are encouraged to 
participate, as well as those who are involved in 
helping abused people and those who want to pray 
for healing, reconciliation, and the prevention of 
abuse. The Office of Child and Youth Protection in 
collaboration with the Safe Environment Program 
and the Office of Sacred Worship are organizing 
and sponsoring the healing prayer service. For more    
information, please contact Carol Brescia, Assis-
tance Coordinator, at breshinmo@aol.com  
or 314-378-3627. 

National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows 
72nd Annual Healing & Hope Novena  

Tuesday, July 28 through Wednesday, August 5 
7:30pm 

Each evening of the Novena includes Mass, special 
music, scripture reflections and prayers for finding 
healing and hope within life’s difficulties.  
A candlelight rosary procession closes each evening. 
 

FREE! 
 

For more information, call 618-397-6700 ext.6276 
snows.org/novena 

Dynamic Catholic, Alive!  
   - Anointing of the Sick 
The Anointing of the Sick is a Sacrament instituted 
by Christ, as attested by Saint James.  What is the 
Anointing of the Sick?  “This Sacrament confers a 
special grace within which unites the sick person 
more intimately to the Passion of Christ for his good 
and for the good of all the Church.  It gives comfort, 
peace, courage, and even the forgiveness of sins if the 
sick person is not able to make a confession.” 
(Compendium, 319) 
 

archstl.org/dynamic 

 

First Sunday 
Coffee and Donuts 

 

Hosted by The Parish Council on Sun-
day August 2 after the 8:00 am and 

10:30am Masses in the school hall.  Come join the 
Parish Council of our parish and other parishioners 
for refreshments and conversation.  If you are new to 
our parish or just visiting please stop by...we’d love  
to have you join us! 

St Matthias Tailgate Sale  
and Electronic Recycling 

 

796 Buckley Road 63125 
Saturday, August 22 

Tailgate Sale from 7:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Spaces available for $25 

Call Pat at 314-440-8622 for reservations/
information 

Electronic Recycling from 8:00 am - 11:00 am 
Electronics and accessories recycled at no cost 

Old tube type TVs accepted at a cost of $15 per TV 
Call 314-892-5109 for recycling information 
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          PLAY BALL WINNERS 
We are happy to announce the winners of our Play Ball Fund-Raiser  

for the 14th week of the baseball season… 
 

      Week #14 
 
 

      Highest Number of Runs—$50.00 
    Mary Ann Halbrook 

 
     Lowest Number of Runs—$25.00 

                Maureen and Dave Trott   
    
       Week #15  

 
                     All Star Week 
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Please pray for healing and strength for Andy 
Barker, Gary Barker, Margaret Crawford, George 
Dent, Jan  Dreyer, Genny Fujarski, Pat Grotegeers, 
Charlie Haines, Elizabeth Hawkins, Ed Howard,  
Janette Jewel, Marie Kellner, Dolores Kettenbach, 
Michael Krawczyk, Shannon Leisure, Father Oscar 
Lukefahr, Mary Mather, Irene Mazzola, Terri     
Mazzola, Julianne McMiller, Lou Ann Michaels, 
Sister Pat Murray, Tom & Josie Niemira,  Becca 
Niemira Steinmetz, Marge Scheu, Noel Schneider, 
Dorothy Schuchardt, Edith Smiley, Dodie Stollhans, 
Garth and Laihla Weihl, Agnes Wiltgen, Lois Zitz-
mann and for all our homebound and nursing 
home parishioners and for their family and 
friends who take care of them.   

Mass Intentions 
Monday, July 27, 2015  
  8:00 A.M.  Elinor Bandera 
  8:00 A.M.  Purgatorial Society 
                     

Tuesday,  July 28, 2015 
  8:00 A.M.  Patrick Dolan—Special Intention 
  8:00 A.M.  Ann Schwartz Family 
 
 

Wednesday, July 29, 2015 
  8:00 A.M.  Mancusco Family 
  8:00 A.M.  Purgatorial Society 
   

Thursday, July 30, 2015 
  8:00 A.M.  Rita Hartmann 
  8:00 A.M.  Purgatorial Society 
                   

Friday, July 31, 2015 
  8:00 A.M.   Paul Quante 
  8:00 A.M.   Purgatorial Society 
 
   

Saturday, August 1, 2015 
  4:30 P.M.   Ellen Gianella—Special Intention 
 
 

Sunday, August 2, 2015 
  8:00 AM      For the People of the Parish  
10:30 AM      Paplinskas—McMiller Family   

Servers 
Saturday, August 1, 2015 4:30 PM 
Harry Signaigo 
Sunday, August 2, 2015  8:00 AM 
Vincent, Zelle, Ada Laury 
 

Sunday, August 2 , 2015 10:30 AM 
Kenny Douthit 
 

_________________________________ 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  
We are in need of volunteers (children (who have 
made their First Communion) to adults) willing to be 
servers for the weekend masses. If interested please 
call Fran at the rectory or speak with Deacon Joe 
after mass. You will be fully instructed by Deacon 
Joe if you have never served in the past. Thank you! 

Eucharistic Ministers 
 

Saturday, August 1,  2015 4:30 PM 
Jim Abkemeier, Pat Grotegeers, Joan Jewell,  
Kris Onanian 
 

Sunday, August 2, 2015 8:00 AM 
Mark Laury, Nancy Sewester                 
 

Sunday, August 2, 10:30 AM 
Dolores Guittar, Bob & Miriam Marek, Sara Marek, 
Mary & Ray Schaefer 

Lectors  

 

Saturday, August 1, 2015 4:30 PM 
Peggy Sullivan 
Sunday, August 2, 2015 8:00 AM 
Julie Laury 
Sunday, August 2, 2015 10:30 AM  
Toni Diani             

First Saturday Holy Hour 
 

All are invited to attend First Saturday 
Holy Hour on Saturday, August 1, 2015.  
The chapel doors to the church will be 
open at 9:00 a.m.  Rosary will begin at 

9:15a.m.  At Fatima, Our Lady requested a First Sat-
urday Holy Hour for world peace.  Please join us.   

Stewardship Refection 
“There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and 
two fish; but what good are these for so many?”       
 — (John 6:9) 
 
The miracle of the Loaves and Fishes is the only 
miracle which is recorded six times in the Gospel.  It 
carries two important messages. First, no matter how 
little we have, we always have enough to share.  Sec-
ond, Christ can take our humble gifts and do great 
things with them if we are just willing to let Him. 
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