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St. Mary Magdalen Parish 
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Rev. Msgr. John J. Borcic, Pastor 
Rev. John V. Kerber, Retired 

Deacon Joseph J. Iovanna 
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New Parishioners are Welcome! 
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St. Mary Magdalen Parish 
Church & Rectory: 4924 Bancroft Ave. St. Louis, Missouri 63109 

Phone 314.352.2111  Rectory Fax 314.481.7661 
Parish Website: www.magdalen.org 

Archdiocese of St. Louis Website: www.archstl.org 

Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Msgr. John J. Borcic   
Phone: 352.2111 Ext. 3 
Email: johnborcic@archstl.org 
 

In Residence: Rev. John J. Kerber 
Phone: 352.2111 Ext. 107 
 

Deacon: Joseph J. Iovanna  
Phone:   707.1803 
  

Deacon: J. Gerard Quinn J.C.L. 
Phone:     631.3880 
 

Parish Secretary: Fran Voss   
Phone: 352.2111 Ext. 4 
Email:  smmadmin@sbcglobal.net 
 

Parish Nurse: Jeannine Wieczorek  
Phone:  352.2111 Ext. 5 
Email:  smmnurse@sbcglobal.net 
 

Music Director: Keith Ballentine 
Phone: 352.2111 Ext. 4 (leave a message) 
 

Bookkeeper: Terry Signaigo 
Phone:  352.2111 Ext. 6  
 

Maintenance Department: Steve Jackson 
Phone:  352.2111 Ext. 7 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Phone:  352.2111 Ext. 2 

Mass Schedule 
Weekend Masses:     Weekday Mass: 
Saturday: 4:30pm     Monday thru Friday:  8:00am 
Sunday: 8:00am and 10:30am 
 

Daily Rosary: Mon. thru Fri. before 8:00am Mass 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Every first 
Friday of the month from 8:30am until 12-noon  
 

Holy Hour: Every 1st Saturday of the month at 
9:15am 
 

Sacrament of Baptism:  Please contact the Rectory 
   
\ 

Weddings:  Couples contemplating Marriage should 
contact the Pastor as soon as they have made a      
decision to marry and at least six months prior to 
their intended date of Marriage so that proper prepa-
rations can be made. 
 

Communion to the Sick:  We are happy to bring 
Holy Communion to those who are confined to their 
homes.  Please contact the rectory to make arrange-
ments. 
 

Perpetual Help Devotions: Tuesday following 
8:00am Mass 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Saturday between 
3:30pm and 4:10pm (or by appointment)  

Rectory Office Hours 
 
8:30am —  7:30pm   Monday through Thursday 
8:30am —  4:00pm   Friday 
9:00am —12:00pm   Saturday 
 

 
 

Closed on Sundays,  
Holidays,  

and  
      Holy Days of Obligation   

SCHOOLS SERVING OUR PARISHIONERS 
For registration and other information please contact 

 
Our Lady of Sorrows School 
5831 So. Kingshighway Blvd. 

314.353.1451 
St. Ambrose School 

5130 Wilson Ave.  
314.772.1437 

St. Raphael the Archangel 
6000 Jamieson Ave. 

314.352.9474 
South City Deanery PSR 

Deborah Halter  314.773.3070     
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OCTOBER 2015 
 

STEWARDSHIP—BUILD MY CHURCH 

James, in his Epistle states, “what good is it, my 
brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not 
have works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or 
sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and 
one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed 
and filled,’ without giving them the things needed for 
the body, what good is that ? So also faith by itself, if 
it does not have works, is dead.”    

Your help to continue the ‘works’ of our Parish     
Community is needed !  

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
 

Earlier this week we read the Gospel 
passage from St. Luke that spoke of 
Jesus leaving the synagogue where 
He was teaching, then going to Pe-
ter’s home and curing Peter’s mother

-in-law, then healing many, many others and driving 
out demons, and then announcing that He had to go 
to teach in other synagogues throughout all of Judea.   
 

Jesus’ ministry was always to and for the other per-
son, whether the person was in need of healing, con-
soling, or instruction.  He never let up in attempting 
to bring people to the Father.  In the midst of all of 
this the Gospel also tells us that Jesus got up early 
one morning and went out to a deserted place by 
Himself.  It doesn’t tell us the purpose but we can 
ascertain that it was both to rest and to pray.   
 

We encounter similar scenes throughout the Gospel 
in which Jesus goes off to pray, either before a busy 
day or at the end of one.  Even in the midst of all of 
the teaching, healing, driving out of demons, to say 
nothing about the travelling from place to place, Je-
sus took time to pray. 
 

As we reflect upon the busy-ness of our own lives 
can we say that we are any busier about things than 
Jesus was?  And is our busy-ness directed toward 
helping others or bringing others to God, or is it 
about my own concerns?  Do we think about taking 
time out to pray and red-direct our lives so that we 
can come to the realization that we are called to do 
God’s work?  
 

Many years ago we were given a prayer to be said at 
the beginning of each day to remind us of what our 
real purpose is in this life – how all of our efforts 
and good works should be directed.  This prayer was 
called the Morning Offering.  I feel that it contains 
the words we need to speak each day in prayer as we 
direct our lives to God. 
 

The prayer was composed in 1844 by Father Fran-
cois-Xavier Gautrelet.  I am including it here.  Feel 
free to cut this prayer out of the bulletin and keep it 
in a place where you can make this your special 
prayer at the beginning of each day. 
 

God bless, 
 
Msgr. John Borcic 

O Jesus,  
through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

I offer you my prayers, works, joys,  
and sufferings of this day 

for all the intentions of your Sacred Heart, 
in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

throughout the world, 
for the salvation of souls, the reparation of sins, 

the reunion of all Christians, 
and in particular for the intentions of the Holy 

Father this month. 
Amen. 

 

Weekly Offertory Collection 
August 30, 2015 

 
 

Envelopes  $  2,315.00 
Loose        426.00 
___________________________________ 
Total   $  2,741.00 
 
 

Collections as of 07-01-15 
   $          35,453.07 
Magdalen Specials 
Soup Kitchen                   12.00 
St. Vincent de Paul        28.00 
Pro-Life                     3.00 
Tuition Assistance          2.00 
___________________________________ 
 
Total   $      45.00 

Thank you for all of your gifts  
to God and our parish. 
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Dear Parishioners and Friends,  
We have the relics of these two great Saints in our 
Church.   
 

St. Bernadette Soubirous 
(born January 7, 1844; died April 16, 1879) 
 

Bernadette is best known for the Marian apparitions 
of a “Beautiful Lady” who asked for a chapel to be 
built at the cave-grotto at Massabielle where appari-
tions are said to have occurred between February 11 
and July 16, 1858. She would later receive recogni-
tion when the “Lady” who appeared to her identified 
herself as the Immaculate Conception.  Despite initial 
skepticism from the Catholic Church, Bernadette’s 
claims were eventually declared "worthy of belief" 
after a canonical investigation, and the Marian appa-
rition is now known as Our Lady of Lourdes.  The 
Marian shrine at Lourdes (Midi-Pyrénées, France) 
went on to become a major pilgrimage site, attracting 
over five million pilgrims of all denominations each 
year.  On December 8, 1933, Pope Pius XI declared 
Bernadette Soubirous a Saint of the Catholic Church. 
Her feast-day was fixed for February 18, the day her 
“Lady” promised to make her happy, not in this life, 
but in the next.  If you ever have the opportunity to 
make a pilgrimage to Lourdes, do not pass it up.  It is 
a most remarkable and holy place. 
 

St. Anthony of Padua 
(born 1195; died June 13, 1231) 
 

Anthony was a Portuguese Catholic priest and friar of 
the Franciscan Order.  He was born and raised in a 
wealthy family in Lisbon and died in Padua, Italy.  
His contemporaries spoke extensively of his forceful 
preaching and expert knowledge of scripture.  He was 
canonized soon after his death, May 30, 1232, by 
Pope Gregory IX.  St. Anthony is recognized as the 
patron of seekers of lost articles, the elderly, and faith 
in the Blessed Sacrament. The reason St. Anthony's 
help is invoked for finding things lost or stolen is 
traced to an incident that occurred in Bologna.        
According to the story, Anthony had a book of 
psalms that was of some importance to him as it    
contained the notes and comments he had made to 
use in teaching his students. A novice who had      
decided to leave took the psalter with him. Prior to 
the invention of the printing press, any book was an 
item of value. Upon noticing it was missing, Anthony 
prayed it would be found or returned. The thief was 
moved to restore the book to Anthony and return to  

the Order. The stolen book is said to be preserved in 
the Franciscan friary in Bologna.  
 

God bless, 
Msgr. Borcic 

Save the Date – update 
 

Please be aware of the upcoming important dates in 
our parish: 
 

1.  Sunday, September 13, 2015:  First annual 
Mass of the dedication of the Deceased Children 
Memorial at St. Mary Magdalen.  Mass will be cele-
brated at 2pm.  Celebrant and homilist will be Msgr. 
Mark Rivituso. Following the Mass there will be a 
reception in the School Hall. All parishioners are 
invited to join in this celebration of 
prayer and fellowship with and for 
those who have lost children – no   
matter at what age.  If you plan to be 
with us, please RSVP by September 
10th, to Fran in the rectory – 314-352-
2111, ext. 4. 
 

2.  Sunday, September 20, 2015:  All parishioners 
are asked to attend the first of two Parish Assem-
blies dealing with the Parish Planning Process for 
St. Mary Magdalen Parish.  It will take place in the 
School Hall beginning around noon on that day.  
Hopefully, we will be able to conclude in less than   
1 ½ hours. Every parish in the Archdiocese has been 
asked by the Archbishop to undertake this process to 
determine the future of their parish, especially when 
a priest-pastor is no longer available to that parish.  
This process provides a unique way of evaluating a 
parish’s current situation with the future in mind.  
The input of all of our parishioners is of great       
importance. It gives parishioners an opportunity to 
determine how their parish will be administered in-
stead of having that imposed from above. More     
information and materials for the process will be 
provided for our parishioners at this first Assembly.  
Please RSVP to Jeanine in the rectory at 314-352-
2111, ext. 5, so that we can have enough materials 
prepared for each person/family attending. 
 

3.  Sunday, September 20, 2015:  At one of the 
Sunday Masses this weekend we will kick off the 
Vocation Chalice Program.  See additional informa-
tion elsewhere in the bulletin. 
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Knights of Columbus 
Council 453 

 

presents 

 
 

Spaghetti Dinner 
 

ALL YOU CAN EAT 
(Dine-in only) 

 
$6.50 per person 
$20/family of 4 

 

$6.00 for Senior Citizens  
$5.50 for children under 12 

 

Dinner includes: 
 

Spaghetti with meat sauce 
Salad, Bread, Dessert 

Coffee and Tea,  
Sodas available 

 

 
Saturday, September 19th 

5pm till 8pm 
 

Dinner served in St. Mary Magdalen 
School hall 

From the desk of Fr. Kerber 
________________ 

  
  
  
  
  

 RAFFLE 
  

The Sisters of St. Francis of Oldenburg Indiana are 
again offering their “Pay It Forward” raffle.  On Oc-
tober 4th they will pull a ticket each hour for 24 
hours.  Each winning ticket will receive $250.00.  
The tickets are $5.00 each or 5 for $20.00.  The      
tickets can be found at the doorways of the Church.   
  

All profits will be to help with the expenses for the 
retired Sisters. 

 Soup Kitchen 
 

Thanks to everyone who helped us out with last 
months’ meal.  We served 156 guests, and everyone 
was well fed and thankful for the delicious meal.  The 
date for the next meal is Tuesday, September 15.  
The volunteers making sauce for the September meal 
have been contacted and should pick up their supplies 
this Sunday (September 6) from the cafeteria in the 
school hall. Our thanks to the sauce preparers, our 
brownie bakers, our financial donors and the servers 
who helped with last month’s meal.   
 

Your generous gifts of time, talent, and treasure are 
greatly appreciated!  

Our Lady of Sorrows “Hawaiian Luau” 
and Silent Auction 

Saturday, October 3, 2015 
OLS Parish Hall 

Doors open @ 8:00pm 
Bidding begins @ 8:30pm 

$10 per person, table of 8- $80.00 
DJ, beer, wine, soda, snacks & desserts included 

Outside food welcome 
Reserve by September 27, 2015 

Call Sun Dunn at 351-4673 
Email; dunn.susan2@gmail. com 

 

(all proceeds benefit the school roof fund) 
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          PLAY BALL WINNERS 
We are happy to announce the winners of our Play Ball Fund-Raiser  

for the 21stweek of the baseball season… 
 

       
      Week  #21 
 
 

    Highest Number of Runs—$50.00      
      Noemi Brion            

               

 Lowest Number of Runs—$25.00 (2 way tie) 
        Helen Klenklen         
        Jacob & Anna Potje 
                                  

           

This week in our Parish…  
 

Daily Mass at 8:00am Monday thru Friday 
 

Monday, September 7, 2015 
Labor Day—Rectory office closed 
 
 

Tuesday, September 8, 2015  
Susan Mayfield /private use       6:00p     CH 
Knights of Columbus       7:00p           K/Crm 
 

Thursday September 10, 2015 
Ladies Auxiliary Pot-luck Mtg     PM          Off site 
 

Saturday September 12, 2015 
Set up for Children Memorial Reception            SH 
Sacrament of Reconciliation   3:30-4:10p         CH 
Mass      4:30p                 CH 
 

Sunday, September 13, 2015 
Mass       8:00a      CH     
Mass                10:30a          CH 
Children Memorial Mass  
and Reception     2:00p           CH/SH 

Vocation Chalice Program 
We are in need of volunteers to take the traveling   
Vocation Chalice home for one week and to set aside 
a time each day to pray for vocations to the priest-
hood, permanent diaconate, and consecrated life. A 
leaflet of prayers for your use will accompany the 
chalice.  If you wish you may keep the leaflet after 
the chalice is returned at the end of the week. 
 

The first week of this program will begin on Sunday, 
September 20, 2015. Our parishioner, Rosemary 
Walsh, has agreed to be the first recipient of the chal-
ice.  We are pleased that she will be the one to begin 
the program since the chalice that has been prepared 
for this purpose was one given to the parish in honor 
of her late husband, Andrew Walsh, by the Serra 
Club of St. Louis.  Andrew was an active member of 
the Serra Club and, as all Serrans, devoted to praying 
for and supporting religious vocations. 
 

Although we already have several people, or families, 
who have signed up to take the chalice, the weeks 
between October 25 and December 27 are currently 
open for any individual or family to request the     
chalice.  If homebound, one of our seminarians, or a 
volunteer, will be happy to bring the chalice to you 
and pick it up at the end of the week. 
 

To reserve a particular week (Sunday through Satur-
day) from October 25 until the end of the calendar  

year, please call Fran Voss at 314-352-2111, ext. 4.  
The chalice will be on display in the sanctuary over 
the next several weeks.  Please call and reserve a 
week today. 
 

We thank you, in advance, for your prayerful       
support of our seminarians, priests, professed        
religious, those in formation, and deacons. 
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Please pray for healing and strength for        
Sherri Bandera, Andy Barker, Gary Barker,          
Mary Frances Bathon, Susan DeBarry, George Dent, 
Jan Dreyer, Paula Ferguson, Genny Fujarski, Jan 
Gould, Pat Grotegeers, Charlie Haines, Elizabeth 
Hawkins, Ed Howard,  Janette Jewel, Marie Kellner, 
Dolores Kettenbach, Michael Krawczyk, Eric 
Mather, Mary Mather, Irene Mazzola, Jackie McGil-
ligan, Julianne McMiller, Lou Ann Michaels, Sister 
Pat Murray, Tom & Josie Niemira,  John Peters, 
Marge Scheu, Shelly Schmidt, Noel Schneider, 
Dorothy Schuchardt, Will Schucardt, Steve Snel-
ling, Edith Smiley, Becca Niemira Steinmetz, Dodie 
Stollhans, Garth and    Laihla Weihl, Agnes Wilt-
gen, Lois Zitzmann and for all our homebound 
and nursing home parishioners and for their 
family and friends who take care of them.   

 
 
 
 

Mass Intentions 
Monday, September 7, 2015  
  8:00 A.M.  Emily Klos—Special Intention 
  8:00 A.M.  Purgatorial Society 
                     

Tuesday,  September 8, 2015 
  8:00 A.M.  Laura Klos—Special Intention 
  8:00 A.M.   Purgatorial Society 
 

Wednesday, September 9, 2015 
  8:00 A.M.  Lois Zitzmann—Special Intention 
  8:00 A.M.  Purgatorial Society 
   

Thursday, September 10, 2015 
  8:00 A.M.  George & Marie Werner 
  8:00 A.M.   Living & Deceased Benefactors of  
         Msgr. Louis F. Meyer 
                   

Friday, September 11, 2015 
  8:00 A.M.   Sharon Johnson 
  8:00 A.M.   Bob, Elsie, Danny, Louie O’Neil Family 
   

Saturday, September 12, 2015 
  4:30 P.M.   Kevin Casey 
 

Sunday, September 13, 2015 
  8:00 AM     Cyril Hartmann.  
10:30 AM    For the People of the Parish   

Servers 
Saturday, September 12,  2015 4:30 PM 
Zelle Laury 
Sunday, September 13, 2015  8:00 AM 
Tiffany Sakamoto 
 

Sunday, September 13 , 2015 10:30 AM 
Kenny Douthit 

Eucharistic Ministers 
 

Saturday, September 12,  2015 4:30 PM 
Charlie & Mary Ann Halbrook, Margaret 
O’Donoghue, Mary Beth O’Donoghue 
 

Sunday, September 13, 2015 8:00 AM 
Mary & Charlie Dooling                
 

Sunday, September 13, 10:30 AM 
Mary Elkins, Cathy & Pat Maloney, Jackie                  
McGilligan, Bill Voss, Garth Weihl 

Lectors 
Saturday, September 12, 2015 4:30 PM 
Peggy Sullivan 
Sunday, September 13, 2015 8:00 AM 
Charlie Dooling 
Sunday, September 13, 2015 10:30 AM  
Fran Voss             

 

Blessing of the Pets 
in honor  

of St. Francis of Assisi 
Sunday, October 4, 2015 

12:30 pm 
St. Mary Magdalen north parking lot 

 

Labor Day 
Monday, September 7, 2015 

Rectory Business Office will be CLOSED 
Mass will be at 8:00AM 

Did not God choose 
those who are poor  
in the world to be 

rich in faith and heirs 
to the kingdom? 
      -- James 2:5 
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