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St. Mary Magdalen Parish 
Church & Rectory: 4924 Bancroft Ave. St. Louis, Missouri 63109 

Phone 314.352.2111  Rectory Fax 314.481.7661 
Parish Website: www.magdalen.org 

Archdiocese of St. Louis Website: www.archstl.org 

Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Msgr. John J. Borcic   
Phone: 352.2111 Ext. 3 
Email: johnborcic@archstl.org 
 

In Residence: Rev. John J. Kerber 
Phone: 352.2111 Ext. 107 
 

Deacon: Joseph J. Iovanna  
Phone:   707.1803 cell phone 
 

Parish Secretary: Fran Voss   
Phone: 352.2111 Ext. 4 
Email:  smmadmin@sbcglobal.net 
 

Parish Nurse: Jeannine Wieczorek  
Phone:  352.2111 Ext. 5 
Email:  smmnurse@sbcglobal.net 
 

Music Director: Keith Ballentine 
Phone: 352.2111 Ext. 4 (leave a message) 
 

Bookkeeper: Terry Signaigo 
Phone:  352.2111 Ext. 6  
 

Maintenance Department: Steve Jackson 
Phone:  352.2111 Ext. 7 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Phone:  352.2111 Ext. 2 
 

 

Mass Schedule 
Weekend Masses:     Weekday Mass: 
Saturday: 4:30pm     Monday thru Friday:  8:00am 
Sunday: 8:00am and 10:30am 
 

Daily Rosary: Mon. thru Fri. before 8:00am Mass 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Every first 
Friday of the month from 8:30am until 12-noon  
 

Holy Hour: Every 1st Saturday of the month at 
9:15am 
 

Sacrament of Baptism:  Please contact the Rectory   
\ 

Weddings:  Couples contemplating Marriage should 
contact the Pastor as soon as they have made a      
decision to marry and at least six months prior to 
their intended date of Marriage so that proper prepa-
rations can be made. 
 

Communion to the Sick:  We are happy to bring 
Holy Communion to those who are confined to their 
homes.  Please contact the rectory to make arrange-
ments. 
Perpetual Help Devotions: Tuesday following 
8:00am Mass 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Saturday between 
3:30pm and 4:10pm (or by appointment)  

Rectory Office Hours 
 
8:30am —  7:30pm   Monday through Thursday 
8:30am —  4:00pm   Friday 
9:00am —12:00pm   Saturday 
 

 
 

Closed on Sundays, Holidays,  
and  

Holy Days of Obligation   

SCHOOLS SERVING OUR PARISHIONERS 
For registration and other information please contact 

Our Lady of Sorrows School 
5831 So. Kingshighway Blvd. 

314.353.1451 
St. Ambrose School 

5130 Wilson Ave.  
314.772.1437 

St. Joan of Arc School 
5821 Pernod Ave.  

314.752.4171 
St. Roch School 
6040 Waterman 
314.721.2595 

South City Deanery PSR 
Deborah Halter 
314.773.3070     

scdpsr4200@sbcglobal.net 
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Weekly Offertory 
 

November 23, 2014 
 

Envelopes    $    2,143.00 
Loose Offering                     650.00  
_____________________________________ 
 

Total     $    2,793.00 
 

Collections as of 07-01-14 $  81,174.14 
 

Magdalen Specials 
 

St. Vincent de Paul    $ 45.00 
ProLife       5.00 
Tuition Assistance    25.00 
_____________________________________ 
 
Total      $      75.00 
 

November 30, 2014 
 

Envelopes     $     3,839.00 
Loose Offering    706.00 
______________________________________ 
 

Total      $    4,545.00 
 

Collections as of 07-01-14  $  85,719.14 
 

Magdalen Specials 
 

St. Vincent de Paul    $        75.00 
Soup Kitchen                 5.00 
ProLife       5.00 
_____________________________________ 
 

Total     $ 85.00 
 

 

Thanksgiving collection  $       155.00 
 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
 

As we move closer and closer to 
Christmas we hear more and more 
Christmas songs.  We hear them on the 

radio, on TV., in the malls, and at Christmas parties; 
and some of us begin to play them in our homes 
right about now.  One of the older but simpler songs 
many of us learned as youngsters was Jingle Bells.  
There probably isn’t anyone who doesn’t know the 
words to this song. 
 

There is a certain distinct sound connected with the 
jingle bells of Christmas and we know it when we 
hear it.  There are many other bells in our lives as 
well.  We hear the church bells ring throughout the 
day; we hear the bells rung by those collecting dona-
tions for the Salvation Army; and we hear doorbells, 
telephones, alarm clocks, etc. 
 

The whole season of Advent is something like the 
bells that we respond to in our lives.  I will use two 
as an example.  First there is the alarm clock.  
Maybe not always a welcome bell but it is one we 
hear nearly every day.  We set the alarm ourselves 
so we know when it will go off.  If the clock is accu-
rate that bell will ring at the same time every day as 
long as we set it to go off. 
 

That bell is like Christmas that comes at the end of 
the Advent Season.  We know when Christmas 
comes; it’s the same each year, December 25th, and 
it is the celebration of the Child Jesus coming into 
our human lives.  There are four Sundays of Advent 
prior to the celebration of Christmas and that doesn’t 
change.  We know when the Christ child is sched-
uled to arrive, and so He does. 
 

The second is the telephone.  Most of the time we 
don’t know when the telephone will ring but, given 
enough time, it eventually does.  The person calling 
may be someone from whom we are expecting to 
hear, but it may also be a surprise.  One thing for 
sure, when we hear the phone ring, we do not know 
who may be at the other end of the line until we    
answer it. 
 

That bell is like the second coming of Christ at the 
end time.  We know that He will come again but we 
do not know when that will occur. 
  

Advent is the season of hope and expectation not 
only of the Christ child at Christmas but also of the  
coming of Christ again to bring the faithful into His 

Kingdom.  We are encouraged by our Scripture Read-
ings in Advent to prepare for both.  The one prepara-
tion culminates in our Christmas celebrations.  The 
other preparation must be ongoing. 
 

So, when we hear those jingle bells this year, don’t 
let them fade away when Christmas finally comes to 
an end.  Let all the bells we hear in our lives each day 
be a reminder of our need to keep Christ alive in our 
hearts daily and to continue to prepare for Christ’s 
second coming by living holy and fruitful lives. 
 

Preparer, ye, the way of the Lord! 
 

God bless, 
Msgr. Borcic 
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Giving Tree 
2nd Week of Advent 

Reminder: Next Sunday, December 
14th is the due date for the Giving tree 
gifts to be returned and placed under the 

tree, yet want to participate in the Giving Tree, you 
can make a donation to the St. Vincent de Paul       
Society and we will purchase a needed item for one 
of our families for you.  Please place your donation in 
an envelope marked “Giving Tree,” and put it in the    
collection basket. 
 

To wrap or not wrap… 
If you are purchasing the items for the Avalon      
Garden’s nursing home residents, it is NOT neces-
sary to wrap the gifts, however please return the 
items in a gift bag if you can.   
 

Items purchased for Our Lady’s Inn can be wrapped 
or unwrapped.  Please tape the ornament to the out-
side of the gift. 
 

SVDP gift cards may be wrapped or unwrapped.  If 
you wrap the gift card we need to know the dollar 
amount of the gift card. Just write the amount and 
type of card on the ornament and tape it to the gift. 
(This allows us to evenly distribute the gift cards.)  
 

All gifts need to be placed under the “Giving Tree” 
no later than 11:30 a.m. on Sunday, December 14.  
This ensures timely delivery of these gifts before 
Christmas.   
 

Thank you and God Bless You for your generosity in 
supporting the “Giving Tree” tradition at St. Mary 
Magdalen.   

Soup Kitchen  
 

Thanks to all of you who helped out 
with our November meal, we served 
161 guests! 
 

Our next meal is on Tuesday, December 16, and 
we will continue the Christmas meal tradition of 
giving each person we serve a small goodie bag of 
cookies and candy. 
 

The Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary members 
are baking the chocolate-chip cookies for us again 
this year.  Thank you! 
 
 

ITEMS NEEDED to fill the bags: Miniature candy 
bars, small candy canes, and individually wrapped 
hard candy.  Donated candy may be dropped off at 
the rectory and is needed by Sunday December 14th 
so that our volunteers can make up the goody bags.   
 

Please mark “FOR SOUP KITCHEN” on the candy 
and cookies, otherwise Fr. Kerber and the rest of the 
rectory staff might think you are leaving a treat for 
them.   
 

If you have any questions please call Jeannine @ 
352-2111 ext 5.  
 

Reminder to the volunteers making the lasagna 
sauce: You need to pick up your supplies from the 
kitchen counter in the school hall cafeteria this Sun-
day, December 7. 

A BIG THANKS to all who made this years 
craft fair a success!  To all who worked, cooked,        
B-B-Qued, baked, cleaned, shopped, ate, decorated, 
emptied trash, washed dishes, served the food, 
counted the money, made copes of stuff, stitched the 
quilt, assembled baskets, moved the crafters, and 
any others we missed...THANKS!  Our crafters say, 
over and over again, how nice and helpful the       
children and the people are! 
 

Congratulations to this years raffle winners: 
Quilt—Marjorie Anmelotti 
Fall Basket—Virginia Hayes 
Winter Basket—E. Emberley 
Spring Basket—Kathy Schneider 
Summer Basket—Virginia McGinn 
 

Thanks again,  
Cookie and the Crafter Fair Committee 

December 8, 2014 
Immaculate Conception  

of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Holy day of Obligation 

 

Mass times 
8:00am 

  12:00 noon 
6:00pm 

Take note: Rectory Business office will be 
closed on Monday, December 8, 2014 due to 
the holy day. 
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EScrip-HOLIDAY SHOPPING 
 

Be sure to use your eScrip card for all your upcoming 
holiday shopping! Watch your mail for Schnucks fly-
ers full of deals for every holiday.  Thank you for 
contributing well over $100 per month to our parish 
just by shopping at Schnucks—totally free money!   
 

Contact Fran at the rectory 352-2111 ext. 4 to get 
your eScrip card.   
 

You don’t have to be a parishioner, so enlist your 
friends and family to help support St. Mary Magdalen 
Parish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collection hosted by   
The Knights of Columbus Council 453 

Ladies Auxiliary  
 

 
 

How it works: 
 

1. Gather all your shoes you don’t wear anymore, 
rubber band or tie each pair together. 

2. Drop them off at our church in the box located by 
the door of the  Holy Innocents chapel. 

3. The shoes are then collected and they are          
exported to street vendors in places like Kenya, 
Haiti, and South America. 

4. The street vendors receive valuable shoes, and 
people without shoes can purchase them for      
pennies on the dollar. 

5. The funds generated from exporting the shoes 
provide well drilling rigs, water purification     
systems, repairs for hand pumps, and health and 
hygiene training. 

6. Communities around the world receive the        
life-saving gift of CLEAN WATER!. 

 
Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The family of Mary Jane  Eichhorn,  
a long time  parishioner of St. Mary  
Magdalen, wishes to thank all friends  
and parishioners for their many cards,  

donations, masses and  condolences  
following her recent passing. 

Thanks to all! 

Stewardship Reflection 
 

“Prepare the way of the Lord…” Mark  1:3 
 

We are called to live a holy life. We are all called to 
invited others to live holy lives.  Living a steward-
ship lifestyle, being grateful and generous with our 
gifts, does just that  - it puts us on the path to        
holiness and it invites others to be holy too. 

Magdalen Women’s Organization 
General Meeting 

 

The next MWO General Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, December 16 at 6:30 p.m. in the School 
hall.  Please remember to bring a monetary donation 
for St. Vincent de Paul, in lieu of exchanging gifts.  
The Council meeting will take place at 6:15p.m.    
before the General meeting. 

First Sunday Coffee & Donuts 
The Knights of Columbus Ladies    
Auxiliary are hosting Donuts today 
Sunday, December 7th after the 
8:00am and 10:30am masses. Please 
join the Ladies and other parishioners 

for coffee, donuts and conversation in the school 
hall.  If you are new in the parish or just visiting 
please stop by we would love to have you join us. 
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An Invitation… 

 

Sunday, DECEMBER 7 
 

“The true joy of Christmas is the love of 
Christ, shared with family and friends.   
The light of the Christmas star to you - 

The warmth of home and hearth to you - 
The cheer and good will of friends to you -

The hope of a childlike heart to you - 
The bliss of a thousand angels to you - 

The love  
of the Son and God’s peace to you.” 

 
 
 
 
 

With Christmas love,  
you are affectionately invited  

to an evening of laughter and good cheer  
at the  

St. Mary Magdalen Parish 
Christmas Celebration! 

 

In the School Hall from 6:00 to 9:00pm 
 

Suggested Admission 
Hors d’oeuvres  

 Christmas Cookies To Share 
Or 

Canned Goods for St. Vincent De Paul 
 

The Knights of Columbus Council #453 
 will provide Refreshments 

Hot Chocolate * Egg Nog * Hot Cider * Coffee 
 

Any questions  
please call Joe Miklovic at 353-1062 

 
 

This week in our Parish… 
 

Daily Mass at 8:00am Monday thru Friday 
 

Monday, December 8, 2014  
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary—A Holy Day of Obligation 
Mass: 8:00am—12noon—6:00pm 
 

The Rectory business office is CLOSED 
Quilters     9:00a     QRm 
 

Tuesday, December 9, 2014 
Knights of Columbus Mtg   7:00p  KCrm 
 
 

Saturday, December 13, 2014 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 3:30-4:10p     CH   
Mass      4:30p           CH 
 

Sunday, December 14, 2014  
Mass      8:00a      CH 
Mass    10:30a      CH 

A Gift to our Parishioners! 
 

Available in the back and sides of the 
church are 2015 St. Mary Magdalen      
Parish Calendars.  These beautiful 2015 

calendars are a gift to all parishioners, friends and 
visitors to our church from Jasper, Sebastian and 
Jackie Giardina in loving memory of their dear 
mother Minnie and father John, founder of  John s 
Appliance.  
 

John’s Appliance 
5204 Gravois 

353-9343 
 

P.S. Jasper, Sebastian and Jackie for your             
continuous service and generosity to our parish! 

Our Lady of Fatima  
Traveling Statue  

from St. Mary Magdalen  
 

This beautiful statue of Our Lady is  avail-
able to be received into your home. By 
inviting Our Lady into your home, and with the  
recitation of the Rosary may you begin to experience 
a sense of peace, hope, and healing into your lives.  If 
you would like to have her at your home for a couple 
of weeks or know someone that would benefit from 
having her—call Kathy Schneider at 481-3923.  
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Please pray for healing and 
strength for …    Janet Barmeier,  
Gary Barker, John Baumgartner,       
Nan Bommarito, Marian Brandel, 
Marcy Buckles, Betty Chitwood, 

George Dent,  Genny Fujarski, Ellen Graves, Pat 
Grotegeers, Charlie Haines, Joey Haines, Ruth Has-
sler, Jimmy Harvatin, Pete Harvatin, Dolores 
Hughes, Marie Kellner, Mike Kenny, Dolores Ket-
tenbach, Michael Krawczyk, Dolores Kuhlman, Pat 
Maloney, Elmer Marz, Doris Mather, Mary Mather, 
Terri Mazzola, Sue Micciche  Lou Ann Michaels, 
Cookie Muntges, Liam Niemira, Todd Nitchman, 
Catherine Quante, Larry Rice, Rosalie Sala, Tiffany 
Sakamoto, Dorothy Schuchardt, Nancy Sewester, 
Edith Smiley, Becca Steinmetz, Dodie Stollhans, 
Jean Sullivan, Anne Turek, Marie Valenti, Garth 
and Laihla Weihl, Agnes Wiltgen, Jeannine Young, 
Lois Zitzmann and for all our homebound and nurs-
ing home parishioners and for their family and 
friends who take care of them.   

 

Mass Intentions 
 
Monday, December 8, 2014  
The Immaculate Conception of  
                                        the Blessed Virgin Mary  
  8:00 A.M. Mary Mohan 
12:00 P.M. John Rice Family—Special Intention 
  6:00 P.M. Purgatorial Society 
 

Tuesday,  December 9, 2014 
  8:00 A.M. Nan Bommarito—Special Intention 
  8:00 A.M. Purgatorial Society 
 

Wednesday, December 10, 2014 
  8:00 A.M. Margaret Mumpar 
  8:00 A.M. Mary Frances Wrobel    

Thursday, December 11, 2014 
  8:00 A.M. Anthony & Angie Venegoni 
  8:00 A.M. Ismael Padilla 
 

 Friday, December 12, 2014 
  8:00 A.M. Jim Birkenmeier 
  8:00 A.M Purgatorial Society   
     

Saturday, December 13, 2014 
  4:30 P.M. Minnie Giardina 
 

Sunday, December 14, 2014 
  8:00 AM Agnes Weber 
10:30 AM For the People of the Parish  

Greeters 
 

Saturday, 4:30 PM Ron Gianella 
 

Sunday, 8:00 AM Dolores Johnson 
 

Sunday 10:30 AM Tom Brent, Sue Rice 
 

Ushers 
 

Saturday, 4:30 PM Ron Gianella, Don Quante,  
Bill Yashuk, Rich Brutine 
 

Sunday, 4:30 PM Bernie Driscoll  
 

Sunday, 10:30 AM Tom Brent, Norm Guittar,    
Jewell Douthit 

Servers 
 

Monday, December 8, 2014 
Immaculate Conception Of The Blessed Virgin Mary 
Harry Signaigo  
 

Saturday, December 13, 2014 4:30 PM 
Alex & Tiffany Sakamoto 
 

Sunday, December 14, 2014  8:00AM 
Harry Signaigo 
 

Sunday, December 14 , 2014 10:30 AM 
Victoria & Ian Dow 

Lectors 
 

Monday, December 8, 2014 
Immaculate Conception Of The Blessed Virgin Mary 
 8:00am: Jim Abkemeier 
12:00pm: Kris Onanian 
  6:00pm: Toni Diani 
 

Saturday, December 13, 2014 4:30PM 
Mary Beth O’Donoghue 
 

Sunday, December 14, 2014 8:00 AM 
Ken Luecke 
 

Sunday, December 14, 2014 10:30 AM 
Garth Weihl 

Eucharistic Ministers 
 

Monday, December 8, 2014 
Immaculate Conception Of The Blessed Virgin Mary 
 8:00am: Jim Abkemeier, Marisol Pfaff 
12:00pm: Mary Elkins, Margaret O’Donoghue 
  6:00pm: Dolores Hitch, Miriam Marek 
 

Saturday, December 13, 2014 4:30 PM 
Charlie & Mary Ann Halbrook, Margaret O’Donoghue 
Mary Beth O’Donoghue 
 

Sunday, December 14, 2014 8:00 AM  
Mary & Charlie Dooling 
 

Sunday, December 14, 2014 10:30 AM 
Mary Elkins, Dolores Hitch, Cathy Maloney,      
Marisol Pfaff, Garth Weihl, Jeannine Wieczorek              
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